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Thank you
We have successfully reached the second half of 2016 and continue strong with 172 students studying

In this report

under our scholarship. We had a successful Ramadan campaign, which raised $36,415.50. We were truly
humbled by such a strong show of generosity and solidarity towards the cause of the Foundation.

We thank you all for your thoughts, prayers, contributions, encouragement and support. Most of the
children are now on a well-deserved summer break and 11th and 12th grade have just started a new school
year. The 101 families are all well and there have not been any major problems or disturbances recently.
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Despite the horrifying events that have taken place in Dhaka recently, our wonderful volunteers keep
visiting the children and have faced no problems at all. We will not let the actions of a few negatively
influence our work and will continue to educate the children.

Sincerely,
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Ramadan campaign
We raised $36,415.50 over the Ramadan period, which will go towards paying our debts.
The funds raised will go towards paying debts we have to Ma Haad School ($35,806) and Cambrian School
and College ($36,000), which accumulated when funding ran dry with the recession. Thanks to all of our
generous sponsors and supporters, we have managed to significantly reduce these amounts and hope to
have them cleared in the near future in order to start the new year with a clean slate.

We want to extend a special thank you to corporate sponsors, who came forward this Ramadan and helped
us reach our goal:
KG International FCZO – Dubai

ENGIE Middle East, South & Central Asia and Turkey

Do let us know if your company would like to support our cause. We are happy to come and talk to your
employees, present the work we do in Bangladesh and answer all your questions.

And as always, a heartfelt thank you to all our new and long-term individual sponsors, whose support
makes a colossal difference for us.
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Other fundraising
Maria’s personal trainer and a long-term supporter Taif Delamie from Up and
Running Dubai will hold a free weekly training session for the employees of Up and
Running, who are encouraged to donate. Thank you Taif and Up and Running for
your encouragement, support and enthusiasm.

We continue to encourage supporters to come forward to sponsor a specific student. This
has been quite successful and 71 students now have a sponsor for this year. Some of the
sponsors have visited Dhaka and some more visits are planned for later in the year.

A number of supporters have come forward with their own fundraising initiatives:
o Camilla Glanzmann is trekking the Peruvian Andes to raise funds and awareness:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Camilla-Glanzmann1
o Jane Stafford is doing a double triathlon:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Jane-Stafford3
o Sarah Tortolano did a skydive in Dubai:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/SarahTortolano1
o Dominique Martins also did a skydive:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Dominique-Martins
o Suhin Rasheed is helping us fundraise for school fees:

http://www.justgiving.com/Suhin-Rasheed
o Upasana Bhatia has ‘donated’ her 25th birthday to us:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Upasana-Bhatia

If you want to fundraise for us we are here to support and guide you. Setting up a fundraising page
couldn’t be easier and we can help you with many exciting ideas.

We have been steadily applying for grant finance and have had some positive results:
o £1,000 from Souter Charitable Trust
o £200 from Miss K M Harbinson’s Charitable Trust
We are waiting to hear from a number of organisations and hope to increase the grant financing to make us
more sustainable as an organisation.
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Maria’s next challenge
Maria is set to swim the English Channel on the 27 th of August. This is her toughest
challenge yet, but she is making very good progress on training and has passed the
6-hour qualification swim.

The swim is scheduled for the 27th of August, however, there is no guarantee that Maria
will be able to swim on that day. The Channel swim is known to be the hardest swimming
challenge in the world and is dependent on the changeable weather conditions.
While trying to cross the 34km Channel, Maria will be fighting with waves and currents,
she will be threatened by jellyfish stings and swim in one of the busiest shipping routes in
Europe. The swim is also heavily regulated, meaning she will not be able to wear a
wetsuit and will have to risk hypothermia in 15-16ºC water. A boat will be by her side for
the entire swim, which is currently estimated to take 18-20 hours. She can break for 30
seconds every hour to replenish on liquid food and drink, but touching the boat will result
in instant disqualification.
A promotional video for the swim was launched on the 11th of July and we have set up
a special donation page for the swim.
Maria, who learned to swim last year, has been training in Jersey and Dover, UK, for the
last 6 months - something that most people give at least 2 years to train for.
We hope to attract international media attention with this and raise much-needed
awareness and funds for the Maria Cristina Foundation.
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Other activities
Graduations.
o

Three students graduated from GEMS school in Dubai in May. They all plan to go to
university next and are currently looking at their options. We congratulate them in this
wonderful achievement and thank their host families for their support.

o

9 students graduated from Milestone College in Dhaka and are now eagerly applying for
universities and jobs. We will keep you posted with their progress and let you know where
they have all decided to go.

Volunteering. 27 volunteers have visited us in Dhaka so far this year. These have mostly been
short day-visits to see where the children study and live, but some volunteers have stayed for
longer. We are now looking for long-term volunteers in Dubai to help us with grant and
sponsorship proposal writing, graphic design and fundraising.

Awards. We have been shortlisted to win the UK Small Charity of the Year
2016 award by Charity Times. The winners will be announced on 28 September
2016.

Administration
Website
Our website was translated into Portuguese with the help of an extraordinary volunteer Paula Ribas and her
friends. Other structural changes have been made to make the website more user-friendly.

UAE registration
We have started the registration process in the UAE and are currently looking for 21 Emiratis, who would
sit on the Board of Directors. The Board is expected to:
Collectively decide on the strategy for the charity at the annual meeting
Collectively decide on any major decisions, including:
o

Employment of senior managers and key staff

o

Annual budget and objectives

Ensure that general governance is managed for the charity, i.e. upholding good standards and
following all local laws
The board is not expected to be involved in the day-to-day running of the Foundation
The roles of directors will be detailed and made clear in the Articles of Association, which will
have to be approved by the board.

Thank you!
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